PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

our purpose. After a long debate in an atmosphere of
uncommon cordiality and understanding, we decided to
draw up a document on the following basis:

1.  To try to negotiate peace directly with the enemy,
refusing   the   intervention   of  foreign   powers   as
mediators.

2.  To demand the following conditions as a minimum:
Guarantee of National independence and integrity.
Guarantee of expatriation for everybody who wants
to leave the country.

Guarantee against every kind of reprisal.

3.  To   appoint   as   representatives   of the   National
Council   of  Defence   for   these   negotiations,   the
Councillor for National Defence and the General in
Command of Aggroupment.

From this document it will be quite clear that the
Council asked for nothing which the enemy could
rationally refuse, since in wireless broadcasts the
Nationalist Government had repeatedly expressed itself as
being in accordance with these.

The Nationalist Government could have no objection
to guaranteeing the independence and integrity of
Spain, since during the war it had shouted to the four
winds that Spain was independent and free. It could not
refuse to guarantee the expatriation of everyone who
wished to leave Spain, first because it pays to help the
retreat of an enemy in flight, and secondly because in its
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